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Otto Wettstein 



Tkongh not glftod with tlM lloww and 
rti«tbrie of on.onr, but onllliit from the 
SeMa of intaUootnal t^waght, rioh and nure 
•rgumeat asaliut the popalar and orthodox 
driuahma of tha^ day* iha aahjaot of thla 
akateh haa nuda hia iuum aa wMoljr knowa 
on the ABMrfeaa o^thMst aa that oC aiijr 
Freethinker dnrtng . the paat and jr aaa n t 
. eentonr. 

Brarr reader of the Freethonflit preaa, 
no matter where pnbUahed or dIatrilMted; 
and many othera who do not elalm lo be ot 
Liberal thought, are more or lesa familiar 
with the name of Otto Wettatein, dealgner 
and builder of the handsome and attractive 
Free! bought badge, tl^ Ingersoll aonrenir 
•peon end many other Freeihouglit trinketa 
of beauty and value. His contributions to 
the Liberal press of the country, whereat 
..e has shown marked ability, have won 
(or him the proud and envious di8:inclion 
ot being the 'Tather of Materialism In 
America" while his clear and lucid reason- 
ing has taken all the gods, ghosts and . 
81)ooks out of the universe and relegated 
them to the realm of Action and allegor y 
where they properly belong. 

Otto Wettstein was bom in Barmen, EI- 
berfeld, Prussia, on the 7th day of April, 
1838, and Is now, therefore, paat his seven- 
tieth year. He came into the world wi'h an 
abnormally large head and the physicians 
in attendance pronounced a dropsical brain, 
predicting that the babf could not possi- 
bly live. Other physicians were (tonsuKed 
by the anxious par^nta and «om<' of these 
held out hopes of life and possiltlc longevity, 
provided, the child could be carried up to 
his fourt(»enth >Var. Our Otfo ia etill 
in the land of the living, as the orthodox 
have well discovered, and with a supply of 
energy and good health he appears to be 
good for some years yet to come before be- 
ing called apoB to avrrmidar hia laaaa bpob 
life. 

As a child, young Wettstein was always 
awkward and backward. This was appli- 
cable to both physical and mental develop- 
ment. He was "top heavy" and this made 
htm the sport of his p aymates until he had 
reached bis 12th year, when he began to 
command their admiration by reason of the 
superior mental qualities he now began to 
manlfes*. His father, Theodore Wettstein, 
waa a prosperous merchant, but failed m 
bu ei aaaa in 1848 and with hia wife and fam- 
ily of als ehlldren he emigrated to Mil- 
wankaa, Wlaoonaln where he soon became 
a proaparau and popular hotel proinrletor. 
Bto lather alao baeaaa tha foaodor ot the 



linwankee MWteal* Soelaty. DMaiminaA 
that each of hli Mu ahoald laam a trad* 
he ahipped Otto, at IS yaara of age to a 
friend in Chloago there to learn the JewM- 
ar'a art for whUh the lad got only, board 
and bad. Hia edBOatkm tai this protaaalen. 
however, waa both aystematie and tborooi^ 
which included tlw maldng of ovary part 
of tha dlllermit kta^ds of watohaa than in 
vogvo, by hand. 

In 18M hia period 9i appmtloaahlp eame 
to an end and hia, omployar hia 
aervlcea tat anotiwr year while ha waa 
touring Suropa. 4t the and d that time 
a panic eame upon tha eonatry and Otto' 
moved to RocOralle. ni., In 1857. landing 
thefa with a kit ot tDel% a fnak foil ot 
l>ooka, hia olothlng and four doUava, which 
oonstltutad all hia poaaaaakma aaid alaota. 
A board hi tha front ot a bunar'a aapply 
store fomlikad hln with a woikbandi and 
here he plodded faithfully and long until 
the panto o f i fiiti rtm ed the atorokeepar and 
Otto waa OTt «f the atreot agafai. A litUa 
later and be had numaged to buy a small 
building, only 8 ^»at by ten feet, where he 
set up ahop on hia own account, gradually 
adding to hta atock of art and fancy goods 
and success dawnisd upon him. He eoon 
rented the largest store the city of Roehelle 
could boast and an era of prosperity was 
now at hand. 

During his apprenticeship, upon the ur- 
gent request of his mother, Otto was con 
firmed in the old school Lutheran faith. 
Not until after he had reached manhood's 
estate did Otto come in contact with any 
liberal publication, when a friend placed 
In 'his hands a copy of the old Boston inves- 
tigator, made famous by Horace Seaver, 
J. P. Mendum, Ernest Mendum.X. K. Wash- 
bum and others. Prior to this hour his 
mind was almost a blank upon matters of 
advanced thought, with no mental develop- 
ment. The Ice w«a now broken, however, 
for an Intense desire for knowledge now 
took possession of him. He bought books. 
Works of science and poetry came into his 
hands. He worked by day and studied by 
night. He wanted to know all that coiild be 
known. He plunged Into the natural scien- 
ces and finally became sceptical ebout tbe 
bible stories. He realized that the proven 
facts of science did not harmonize with 
gods and ghosts, heavens and hells and that 
spirits were Impoasible In nature. He knew 
nothing, or little, concerning the rules of 
grammar, lesa riMut mathematics, but with 
keen reaaoning powers, he plunged Into the 
dtoaMBtaM «P0B natiraMam turn ttM %a 




Una. Ha alao wrota tor Boohalla and Chl> 
oago papers and tha toroa of thla logic and 
argument radaemad hia lack of hltfiar ad- 
uoatkm. Ha waa now aa oat aprtna. fsar- 
lesa, aggreaaive and uaoompromlalag na- 
tarlaUat Tha editor ot th« Roohalla Rag- 
uter, agreataig with Wettstein in hia vlawa, 
offered him the oolumna <rf that paper for 
an elucidation of those views lAd Otto took 
advantage thereof, rie discussed tho laanea 
of Rationalism with both laymen and 
preachers. He succeeded in making both 
converts end enemies. Following tbei^ 
usual custom in such cases the Chris ian 
people worked a boycott upon blm with 
the evident purpose of breaking him up 
and ruining lilm in a business way. They 
withdrew their own patronage and urged 
others to do likewise Otto realized what 
ihis meant. He r( fu.:;ed to retract an inch 
oi his ground. He now resolved to fight 
It out and he succeeded in making a partial 
recovery for these business losses by turn- 
ing to the Liberal of America for their 
cusitoni. This came, but slow and uncertain. 
Pfotracied liiiid :lnies net In and Otto failed 
in business, lost his store, stock and even 
his home. His two sons oanie to his rescue 
and now he tlnds himself established in 
a snug home, den and office, owned by 
them, in the l>eautl(ul Chicago suburb ot 
La Qrangaa, wMhla thirty nlaataa of tha 
city. 

The family of Otto consists of his wife 
and their three sons, F. R. Wettstein, of 
Cleveland, O! lo; Otto W'e'tsteln, Jr., a suc- 
cessful telephone contractor; and Bryant 
Kmerson Wetateln, who will cast his first 
vote In November of this year. While still 
in the church Otto became a Mason and 
an Odd Fellow, to which organizations ho 
Btill belongs. His sons are all prosperous 
and successful, honored by all who them, 
a delight to their parents, though Frank, 
the eldest has sought In vain to convert 
his father to a belief in Christ. 

In 1888 Otto designed the well known 
Freethought badge which is made to repre- 
sent the evolution of the world from the 
darkness end midnight of superstition to 
the light of science and reason. Later came 
the IngorsoU spoon. Both are made by the 
best workmen obtainable, of endurable ma- 
terial and are of beau'lful design. 

At the recent Materialist Association con- 
vention held at Canal Dover, Ohio, he waa 
elected by unanimous vote as the President 
thereof and he delivered the magnificent 
address which the Blade publishes In thla 
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The Ax to the Root 

or A God Impossible in Nature 



■rilllant Array of Paota mni AMttierltiM 
AflalMl tiM OM IflM Qlwn In m 
AddTMs B«for« MatorfalM Aa> 
•eelatlon Convmitlen, at Canal 
Oavar, Ohio, tapt 7, 
IMIi 

(By Otto Wettsteln, President.) 
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Oen.lemen: 

I trust th« logic, force and originality of 
my argument may compensate you for its 
prosaic delivery. 

Permit me, first, to preaetit a taw aen- 
tlittenU wUoli will Aa admlrabla in Uau of 
a text, and indlcata the Alma and miaalon 
of the Matertaliat Aaaoelatlon. 

Dr. Paul Carua:— "New trntha appear at 
'lint eight alwttya appalUnc They ooma to 
deetny the errora whleh we hare aoona- 
tomed ooraelTea to oheriah aa trattaa. Thtu 
the truth natoraUjr appeara aa deatmoUre. 
B«t look at tba truth eloaer. and jrou will 
find that It ta attar all better and greater 
and nobler than the moat beautiful flotion 
woven ot errora." 

Bmeraon:— "Tlie new church will be 
founded on moral science. Poets, artists, 
mnaiclana, ptUkMopbers, will be its teachers 
The noblest literature of the world will 
be its bible. Lore and labor its sacraments 
— and instead of wonililpping one saviour, 
we will gladly build an altar in the heart 
of overjr one who haa Buffered for hnman- 
Ity." 

Mangaaerian: — "Stflence l.s tiic real Sav 
lor becase it helps us to' l<now oursclvt-s 
and our world. Hy its help llmnaiilty, 
dust-begrinKri and dnrliine.l, shall bcfoine 
radiant. I'lidcr iU bcnlKti relKii race and 
rellRioiis castes and class prejudlcps shall 
vanish. To a world torn and blcedlnK witTl 
religious wranKlcs, and worn to the bone 
by barren speculations alKint K"ds. ghosts 
and the 'Hereafter." Scienc" brings the 
olive branch of peace. Knowledge, trans- 
la' ed into love, reverence, justice, beauty, 
shall Borelr change Ifea worl4'a night Into 
day." 

Dr. BoWles: — "Sclentlflc Knowledge or an 
acquaintance wiith the different departmenta 
of nature, organic and Inorganic, la a com- 
plete and perfect antidote tor every form ot 
aaperatltlon." 

Oraat Allen:— 'It la our dtrty to taaM» 
ouraelvea aequalntad with the nnlvana 
aionnd na, to know what ia koewn of aim. 
noon, plaaata. atara aoA aebnlar. It la 
our duty to aaaroh aad pro^ Into all thlosa. 
taUng Bothlns for graadad. aoeaptlag aotk- 
Inc «a asthortty. taattag an w» ara taM 



by teacher or preacher, by prleat or sa- 
▼ant.r 

Haeekle:— "The older view of idaallattc 
dualism (God and nature) Is breaking up 
with all its myatlo dogmaa, but upon tue 
vaat Held of ruins, majestic and brilliant, 
the new sun of our raaliatlc monism (ma- 
terialism or natureiam), which reveal* to 
us tne wonderful temple of nature, in all 
its beauty. In the aincere cult of the true, 
the good and the beautiful, which is the 
heart of our new monistic religion, we find 
ample comi)cn8ation for this anthropistlc 
ideals of God, free will and Immortality, 
which we have lost." 

John Wesley:— (The father of Method- 
Ism) "Alter all that has been so plausibly 
written concerning the innate idea of God; 
after all that has been said of its being 
common to all men. in all age<« md nations, 
it does not appear that man has naturally 
any more Idea of God tjian any ot the 
beasts of the Held; he has no Knowledge 
of <3od at all. Whatever change may after- 
ward be wrought by his own reflection, tte 
Is by nature, a mere atheist." 

James A. Oreenhlll: — Our late old and 
faithful comrade, slclUed artisan. Astrono- 
mer and regular and enthusiastic arendant 
of our freethought conven ions). "The 
sriciitist must be free from guess work. He 
cares not for belief, personal preferences 
or .sentiment. He wants Knowledge. He 
aslts you to investigate and if you doubt 
him you do not have to go to hell. And if 
you did Ko. he wouldn't know where to 
find you." 

Itqckies ■History of Olvilizatlon":— "The 
duty of a philosopher Is clear. His path 
li»>s s ralght before him. Ho must take 
evf-ry pains to ascertain the truth, and 
having arrived at a conclusion, he, instead 
of shrinking from it because It Is unpalat- 
able or because it seems dangerous, should 
on that very •oeount. aUng the o]paer to 
it: sttonld uphold It In bad repute more 
leatously than he would have done la good 
repute: should nolae H abroad tar and wide, 
utterly re gard laaa what epliikma ho ahoAa. 
of what fitteraata he lawerlU; aboald on 
Ita behalf court hoapltaHty and panacottaa 
betait well aaaured that If It la aot true 
it will dla^ but that It It la true It maat 
pfodvea uMmate beneflt, albet uneatad fat 
practical adoption by the age or country 
In whldh It |8 (|)rBt propoaaded." 

Huxley:— -.The charek no longer affords 
rooa tor aalf-raapaotlac atiolara. and the 
aext ta«r yaara wtn aaa mt oaodaa e( than 
firoB tta vala." 



Rev. R. Heber Ni wum "ReaaoB mUBC 
be the rock-bed ot our faitb." 

Rev. Dr. Thunas: — "We must permit not 
even Ood to come between .us and Reason." 

Contormhas to the admonlttona of all 
theae great and good men many ot them 
devout Chriatians. I will now endeavor to 
abow you why any religion that confllcta 
with the well eetebllshed taeu of aatar* 
should be rejected. 

in lieu ot a thousand antagouiatte rell- 
giona^ all alike baaed on myth and miracle, 
we preaeat to you a philosophy ot truths 
and facta that will eventually unite in one 
great harmonious and fraternal family the 
human race .It will be as In vulnerable as 
mathematics and yet so simple that a child 
can understand It. It will t>e based on 
every fact of nature, on all the empirical 
sciences, comprising the greatest science 
cf ail sciences, Materialism. With Tyndall 
It finds in mat er (chemlsra) the promise 
and potencies of all life. He said: 

"The notion of an atom manufacturer 
and artificer of i-ouls.. raise.* the doubt 
whether those who entertain It were ever 
really penetra'ed by the solemnity of the 
problem for which they offer such a solu- 
tion." 

And with Shelley it finds a correct moral 
law In rlCht living: 

"When Reason's voice," 
Loud as the voice of Nature, shall have 
waked 

The Nations, and mankind perceive that 
vice 

Is discord, war and miaery; that virtue 
• Is peace and happlneaa and harmony 
•/hen man's maturer nature aliall diadatai 
The play thinga of It* ehUdkood: Kingly 
glare 

Shall loae its power to daaale: tta authority 
Shall silently pass by: tke gorgeous throne 
Shall atand unnoticed la the regal hall 
Faat talHag to decay; whtlat talaehood'a 
trade 

Shall be as Improfltoble as that ot truth la 
now." 

Aatranamy Pravaa There are no Otoda. 
Whan Galileo tevaptad tha talagoopa h» 

unwltttegly produced the grand Caetor of 
dvlUaatlon destined not only to reveal to 
the world the anperlatve glory of inflntte 

nttture but also to banish eventually all 
tbe gods, devils and lesser spooks from th» 
universe. Theories over which the world 
has been divided to bitterness and blootV 
ahed ahall vanish, and facta and truths, 
by laU aatloBB and 
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wlU Mng tb» paaoe and liapi^flH of • elv- 
Ulsatkm all hop* tot. 

It WM natnral and to easr in the dajn 
ot the e»v«-iiiM, when their oUef or taklr 
WM oalled npoa to explain the myaterlea 
mtrroundliis ttiem. to people the air with as 
almi^y Bpook to explain all ther did not 
understand. All primitive raoea, being 
alike Ignorant, all natnraUr ^o\^^ the 
problem In similar manner. Nobody had 
been "up there in the sky," no1>ody could 
know, nobody could deny or had a better 
explanation. Dense! ignorance concerning 
the natural operations of nature and the 
potentiality of matter prevailed. 

If the God myths had not originated then 
and been taught and promulga'rd by schem- 
ing charlatans aa authorlt'ative law and 
gospel. inU'Illgoiit pcojile would have no 
Gods today. Tho rcvelatioiiK of science 
and of our giant fplcscopcs. sweeping frorn 
mountain tops In every portion of the world 
through l>oundless expanse, have removed 
the dense web of mystery enshrouding nat- 
ure and revealed the same to us In all its 
stupendous vastness and bewildering real- 
ity, making all god-myths appear not only 
childish and absurd, bu' such beings abso- 
lutely fmiiosslblo In the realms of nature. 

Atheism originated when this hypothesis 
was coiisifiirfd a logical necrsslty to ex- 
plain nn'Mr' and life. Now. w'len we kno»f 
that a'l pill nomena are the necessary re- 
sult and -'|)onianeou8 produc of Nature'4 
own constitnents, the idea must be eban 
doned — the need of a God gone, the idea 
explodea. 

The Revelftlena ef the Teleaeepe. 

I irin now eanaerate a few taota aatah- 
llahed by the la'eat data of aeience and 
corpcborsted by the most prominent natron- 
omers of all coqntrtes. If you win follow 
me earefnlly yon will IwTe a true and real- 
lattd nmeeptloa of the vaat ayatam of 
nature as It really la, ao yon can decide tor 
yoorselt if it la reasona b le to bcfllere that 
■ personal Uvinc God— and no other thlat 
oan be a Ood flan oeenpy Inflnitnde of 
apaee pre<oec«plod bv eonntleas milllans ot 
taeaadeaeent, fytag, whirling cosmic bodlea, 
moat pC them so stupendous In siaf §mt- 
of aneli extreme degree of beat that if ov 
little pigmy of a gtobe would approaeh 
one of them even within a million of miles. 
It would vanish — its 1. 500.000.000 vain and • 
foollFh "Immortal souls" included, like a 
snow-flskr' falling on a blast fumaoe. 

The earth looks big to man. It Is a peb- 
ble compared to the sun, but the sun, among 
other suns is smaller comparitively than 
a gn'ain of sand on the shores of the Pa- 
olflc Ocean. 

Our oarth, which Is of such great impor- 
tance to us. Is about 8,000 miles In diam- 
eter, but our sun Is 865,000 miles in diam- 
eter. Yet there is the little star Arcturus 
wblcb is a sun 94,000,000 mlle.i in diameter. 
Cta iM aov raaUaa tha ImlgiHIaanaa oc 



the little orb we eocnpyr It would laka 
l.MO,000 bodlea ItU the earth to ««mI ow 
■nn, b«t l^^OM,siMih mm are ragnlrea 
to equal tha glaat aim ▲retoma. The ana 
ia only M,00d,M0 adlea away bat thla mm- 
ater star la iLSOoilM tlmea further off in 



Birina, the dot<atar, is fifty eight thoa- 
sand billions of milaa away from na. Po- 
laris, the north-atar two hundred and ten 
thousand billioiu of miles or 2,318,000 timea 
the distance of the earth from the sun. 
Think of It! The au is 95,000,000 of milea 
away, but this enormous body of moltMl 
fire is off 2,318,000 times further. 

What ere the stars that people these aw- 
ful depth of apace? They are suns, count- 
less mllliona of them, all gigantic, seething 
masses of flro, whirling and sweeping with- 
in their orbits with a velocity entirely be- 
yond human comprehension — our sun mere* 
iy a spark in an infinite shower of sparks.' 

Where is God? Think of meeting, seeing 
or cummunlcatlng or praying to a God 
v hose "other parte" are countless millions 
of miles oft in space among this shower of 
flparics composed of tha oolloaal ^dOHnto 
bodies described. 

There is notliing to Indlcat* a limit to 
the number of solar systems. One of them 
Is 426 trillions of miles away. Since spare 
and the number of these glaat 'coamic 
bodies are infinite, there can, Of oowaa. not 
be a most distant rtar. 

We can think of a limited universe no 
more than of Ilmlte** and external space. 
Tt must be Infinite and external baeaoae 
the antithetical poatolate ia abanrd. 

These are tha latest aba^taly aathMtlo 
reTelatfons ot IttjiUmf* grant iaTa»tlon 
oooeemivg the QtttTMfw^ of which we and 
oar hand-fan of i>odk and elay are ao in- 
flnitaatnal d part Can the ehnrdi racoo- 
eUe tbem with tba reTelationa aoeordtatg 
to Moses and the prophetat It we bat 
apprpxlmately graap theaa won d arfnl awa- 
tnaplrtag faota of nature we beeona otha- 
istie, all gods vaniah and old Oeneaia ia 
releiaiad to tba eateforjr ot fhirr-talat. 

It a worm, erawltac at oar teat, eoald 
think aad imaglna this world and an it 
eontatoa waa made tor him, it would be 
no more ridievlous than for oa to believe 
that on 'the fonrtft day." a paraonal god 
"walking in the garden," then and there 
made oar son, and "the stars also," to alve 
light upon the earth, placed them In their 
respective loealHIos billions and trillions 
ol miles off In apace, without scorching a 
single hair on bia bead, t<hen complacently 
creating wlialeo and other "creeping 
thlaga" the next day! 

Ail Oed-ldeais Absurd. 

But I must not waste time clipping bran- 
rhes off of the tree of su^rstltlon but 
must fearlessly apply the ax to the root 
and prove that any god— from the crude 
flOMapt at thi oavaia to Atrlea to tlM lot- 



ty Ideala ot tha B«v. Mr. 8avH* <^ Boa- 
ton— are allk<i ImpoaatMa la nature. 

A Ctod In bis tranaoandant wisdom having 
persistently refused to maalteat hlmaalt to 
ua, having never eaased an tfbteoratioa. 
of aon. moon or star; the daacrlpttoaa of 
him tai the btbla btfag httaatOa and radt- 
eally oontradietory; aad a rational ahd eom- 
pr^eaalve definition «t any god-idaai by 
pope, prteat or preaiAer' not bataif forth- 
oomtaig; tha hypothaiais, ooacalvad to ax- 
plain exiatenca. moat, ia gpito of Ita hoary 
origin aad ita almoot. oalvaraal aeoeptanee, 
be ralaeted.' It ar aa f a aad embodlea vaatly 



Biota aad greats myate^riea than 
thoaa it pretenda to explain. 

AOodtobeaOodaadalltt ImpUea par- 
amountly mnat ba a parsoaal ttttng being. 
Paraonal attrfbotaa oaanot exist in tha ab- 
seaaa ot a paiaoa. An taparaanal GoA-tfta 
inorganic toroea, finlda. «aaeoaa or etberial 
aggregationa ot matter, eleetriclty, ate., can- 
not ba the Ctod or poa a a a s god-Uka qaali- 
tlea. But a "Heavenly rather," who poa- 
seaaea wisdom, love aad capacity to con- 
aider the welfara aad Ilatea to the oappll- 
cathma of the mllliona who worahlp him. 
mus^ be a living, cotiaeious intelligpat be- 
ing or tha qualities humantty attributea to 
such a being would, of coarse, be Impoaal- 
bla. 

Now if I don't utter another word and 
you will wdeavor to grasp the actual eon- 
dl'ioB and aapeat ot.lailnlta axpaaae, aa I 
have praaentad it, and where «hla aaprama 
being la euppoaad to raaida. you wfll real- 
nse «that the tree of aoperatltlon. 4root, 
branch and all. baa already tumbled over, 
not akme beeauae life Is Impcalble within 
in'er-stellar space but also because the 
idea of a solitary being residing therein 
and ocenpylng all space slmultaniously 
with these soaring, burning giant bodies 
ia too prepoateroua to be further oonsid- 



Here thelsts insist tlia' Ood is an un- 
conditioned being that lie ia not dependent 
upon air, climate or envlronmenta. But 
theae good people believe in and assume 

grotesque miracie, in condl ions we dont 
know anything about and which adenee 
does not and cannot recognize, hence are 
excluded from the arena of debate. We 
are here and "der Zeitgeist" (spirit of the 
times) demands that we fearlessly se'tle 
the question "Can Theisln be ICaintained 
by Science and Reason?" 

The greateet personality we can conceive 
is a man — grand In physique and mind 
(and in this sense man embraces woman.) 
Humboldt, Goethe, Hugo, Shakespeare, Em' 
erson, IngersoU, were such ideal personali- 
ties — the highest known to man. In the 
absence of Obis "crowning work of nature," 
consciousness and mind never originated 
and cannot be conceived. Hence it (ollowa 
(and thatan li new in tke flradblel) Oat 
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ft tod mut b« MB ttlBMd or tbmn la none. 

BBMnoa Mid: "DItIim PwrnuUtr ia 
ft Uieriottaftl enunp," H« was pnwtleftlly 
•D ftthelat baeana*. In the a b aanoa of par- 
aoBftllty, whftt haa ka ttr daMjr bat «ha foroe 
and mattar of tha MatorlallatT 

Undanrood aald: 'InflnlU ParacMllty !■ 
•a oontrftdietory aa ft aqoftra eirela or roand 
trtansle." Of eosrae tt ia: It la • CM or 
ft imlveraa It oanaot bo both. 

Haa Ood ft brain, tlwn liow ean lia be 
infinite r If no bndn. no ptoyslcftl orianiam, 
how ean he be a '^efcrenly VMher"— all 
wlae, ftfleetloaMto, Jaat. and eoatltti the «f- 
falnr of mbT 

Imagine a vaat battle>lleld, hot thai and 
•bells fljrtnff in evenr direotton and drop- 
pins troat the aky. Woold it be raaaoaable 
to !>elieve that any, great gaoeral oonld oe- 
oupy every poal ion of tUa gromd and war- 
vtve? Tat thla ia wtat thla god-nyOi Im-, 
plies. 

Imagine a great railway oenter, all trains 
moving tho rate of tea nlaa a M<iiira 
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coald- ft solitary engineer possibly ocenpy 

each engine and all of uhem at the same 
time? If you know this Is impossible why 
do you believe the far more unreasonable 
proposition that a god can be on this earth 
creating mice, men and mosqultos, listen- 
ing to innumerable prayers, etc., revolving 
and flying through space with our little 
earth; and at the same time creating flow- 
ers infants and whales on oovntleaa otber 
planets, soarmg through space witfi' each 
one, and slaudtMlloaaly guide the Inflniie 
number of eoandb bodies within their great 
orbits? 

Think of investing the creator and ruler . 
of an infinite nnlversa.wlth maaonUne gen- 
der! 

Furthermore it ia Inaieted that this God 
la omiUpreaent, tbalati realisinf tbatt a finite 
being ooold not be the rulw of aa tnllnlte 
onlverae and be e y e wn where at the same 
tine.' But ttiis ImpliM the abenrd proposl- 
Uoa that thla taat iBtnite aggragation of 
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giant, burning cosmic bodlea fly and gyrate 

around in "Him!" Certainly not a very 
wmfortable state for even God to be In. 
He ought to have known better, and not, 
after living In peace and comfort during the 
eternity prloi to the creative act, burden 
"Uimttelf" with such monstrous intestinal 
ooBvaifioBal 

Prof. David Swing, by far the moat bril- 
liant pastor that ever graced a Chicago pul- 
pit, was one of the first orthodox ministers 
who dared to renounce the personal god 
idea. He said: "It may be that its faith 
In a Heavenly Father would become more 
real should we break away from the long 
and vuin effort to embody God in a shape 
and give to Him some eentral locality. 
While we thus embody Him He can never 
seem to be near us. Evidently there is 
no such a God. To escape practical athe- 
ism we must throw away this old human- 
laed Deity, and mnat ask aU the air. and all 

(Continued on n«zt page.) 



The Woman's Burden 

(By Harriet M. Closz) 



It is said at Eugene V. Deba, that wh«i 
asked for advice in regard to wortrtngmaa'a 
votes, said: "Find oat what row aiaa* 

ters want, then vote the other way." 

This seems to be the state of Hrs. OIos- 
ze's mind tor when we find the popular 
t^ong headed in one direction we are 
pretty sure to find her in the ranks of* the 

minority. 

The following verses were written Im- 
mediately after the great furore caused by 
the appearance of Kipling's — "The White 
Man's burdtn," and the suljsequeut fiood- 
ing of the press by others with: "Tho 
iilack Man s Burden," "The Brown Man's 
llurdtn," "The Worklngiuan's Burden," 
'•The Oftlce seeker's Burden," etc. This 
production was written while Mrs. Closs 
was sick in bed with Pneumonia, but In- 
stead of wasting time m prayers and con- 
juring heavenly visions, she wrote "The 
Woman's Burden," which has been copied 
all over the Unl'ed Statea and in Canada 
and London liberal press.— Ed.) 

> 

Take up the Woman's Burden, 
She's borne her load too long 

In petience and submission, 
Despite the grevious wrong. 

Tradition has enslaved her. 
Its boada are alroBg aa ataal. 



And jnperatttiona fetteia 

Make woonda tlmt will not hasL 
Bhe'a tanght by Chrlptlan prooapt 

'In pfttlanee to aUda.'* 
To stand to aweet avboiiaalon 

▲t her Lord and Maatar'a .side. 
And then tor infonnfttkn 

To her husband ah* anat go, 
And alienee keep to Oluireliaa 

8t Bml haa tmd her ao. 

So tong ahe'B bean to bondage 

From reason been exUad — 
What wonder she beara ehlMren 

"Halt devU and haU dUldr 
Eternal torment waita her, " 

Should she but dare defy 
The great Jehovah'a maadaCa: 

"Increase and muitiply." 

She must bring forth more soldlara. 

In "holy" wars to fight. 
Though to her sense of Justice, 

Somehow, It seems not right. 
The priest with solemn annunona 

Bids her— "FulflU the law." 
And glrla must be reeraltad 

To in the brathala wmt. 

Six hundredl years she atmgi^aA 

Against this bar of "Mli^'' 
'■•akiBg and nkadtoa tatoir 



'fo gato her aaaed of ri|^ 
Then Lol ▲ taftraad ooaaatt 

Whoaa wladOM wa axtol. 
With daa daltbaiatlon 

Allowed aha had a aonl. 
Bat yeara full foitrteen hnadred 

Have paaaed away sinee than. 
And still she U ooaaUerad 

toferlor to men. 
For her are lawa enaetad,' 

For her decrees are made * 
By legislator, priest -and Jndga, 

Which all her rigtO* tavado 

Her sons still march to battle — 

Will wonders never cease? 
Their lives are freely given 

To serve the "Prince of Peace." 
Her daughters by the thousands. 

Who Christian license bold. 
Are languishing to bondage. 

And half cannot be told. 

Take up the woman's burden! 

She's waiting to be freed 
From the tyranny of priestcraft. 

From Court and rite and creed. 
Your dogmatism cast aside. 

Remember Human ties 
Unbtod the Woman's Burden 

Aa« M tM rkmm Urn, 
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the MM, and sll th* prairies with the varl- 
gated pUnelt, and all the perfume in the 
winds, and the song of the birds, and the 
langhter of our children, ana the deeper 
thonghts and emotions, to be the place 
where God has his liabiiaiiun. For what 
do we know of the form of the Creator? 
What mart we thlnlt ot a I'ower which 
made the universe across which, even as 
tar as measured by man, light Itself (trav- 
eling at the ra'e of K'.B.OOO miles per sec- 
ond! ) caiiiKjr jiKi^i in a million years. 
To place into bodily shape and imprison 
even in a i>alce of gold and gems such a 
Creator is to make little childrtn of our- 
selves. ■ 

This radical departure from old CalvUi- 
ism broiiKht down the wrath of Dr. Pattern 
and his elders. They quickly called a coun- 
<il. iri( d liim for heresy and kieked thto 
man, who had more Intellect than the total 
aKKregale of all the wisdom In the OhWCh 
combined, ou* of his pulpit. The Prol. 
and his admirers forthwith procured one Of 
the largest auditoriume In the heart Of the 
city and organized the People'e Ohoieh la 
which he preached to crowded ho«a«a mi- 
til his untimely deeth. 

Prof. Swing, like many othera of the 
brainiest men In the ehnrch, was an atheist 
in name ooly. He spoke to thekrts and 
clothed his he«atlfiU laaguace In thelstlc 
garb, bat hi* ideas were purely atheistic. 
How eaa hU "HeaTenly Father" be void 
of personality and retain personal attrib- 
Why retain personal prunoons "He." 
"Hto," "Him," ete, if Bpt a person? How 
eas "H^ be in the wind, etc, language of a 
ohUd. etc, when he means the unconscious 
energy and potencies of matter aU the 
timer Conceeslons to orthodox projadioe" 
Armstnmg called it 

The ChWWsm of Matter the Sole Caiiee of 

Organic Life. 

Fiom one of B. P. Underwood's lectures 
I^note: "Theologians view matter as mere 
dirt unless stirred, like the fabled pools of 
DetheadS. by the potent touch of Jehovah. 
But why flrs' divest it of its noblest powers 
and attributes? Let them restore to It tuc 
qualities of which It has been robbed to 
enrich a being whose glory has been at the 
cost of humanity, and they will then see In 
It the beautiful elements that make the pre" 
clous opal, the amethist and the brilliant 
dttamogid, the delicate bluebell and the 
violet, the lilly and rose bud. the ruby Hp 
and the love lit eye. the palpitating heart 
and the wonderful brain." 

Prof. Dolbear lately made the following 
Btatement in corroboration jf the above: 
"It was once thought that matter Itself 
was altogether Inert and lifeless, and forces 
of different kinds were believed to be nec- 
essary In order to have It do anything. 
Now we are aware that this notion Is erron- 
eous. A lump of coal weighing • poond 
ptwnisstim energy enough to lift ita weli^t 



BLUE GEASS BLADE 

nearly two thouscnd miles high. Every par- 
ticle of matter is constantly exerting its 
Inliuence upon every othtr particle of mat- 
ter, however far they may be apart, and, 
if left to themselves, will come together. 
The power to do this la inherent in matter, 
and not in forces external to It, so that 
one after another of the so-called foroea 
have been given up as representing any- 
thing more than some sort of motion. 
There is left, then, only matter and ether 
(this is matter, or nothing) and the varioos 
forms of motion to accotmt for the dliterent 
phenomena of nature. Bven organic phe- 
nomena, such as belong to living things, 
have no other anteoedenta." 

Said Piof. TyndaU: "Matter ia not that 
empty capaelty which theologians have pie- 
tured It, hut the universal mother who 
brings forth «I1 things as the fruit of her 
own womb. Nature is seen to do all things 
spontaaeously, without the meddling ot the 
sods." 

Herbert Speaeer endorses Hatertallsm as 
toUowa: "Vaflb generation oC physlciaiu 
disoover In so-called brute matter powers 
whieh, but a tew years ago, the most in 
struoted physicist would have thought in- 
crebible." "When there is forced upon htm 
the Inference that every point In space 
thrills with an Infinity of vibrations, the 
conception to which he tends Is much Ifss 
that ot « universe of dead matter, than 
that ot a universe everywhere alive— alive 
not in reatrioted sense, stlU in a amwiH 
sense" 

Again, analysing theism In his great 
brain, he said: "If, then, I have to con 
celve evolution as caused by an originating 
mind, I must conceive this mind as having 
a'trlbutes akin to those of the only mind 
I know, and without which I cannot con- 
ceive mind at ail. 1 cannot think of 
a single series of states of consciousness as 
rauslng even the relatively small group 
of actions going on over the earth's sur- 
face,— how, then, is it possible for me to 
conceive of an origlna'ing mind; which I 
must represent to myself a* a single series 
of states ot consciousness working the in- 
finitely multiplied series ot ehangas simal- 
taneously going on in worUa too Bwaeroas 
to count, dispersed thronghoat a spaaa that 
baffles imagination." 

In other worda: We cannot think ot a 
single mind or faetor causing even (he lim- 
ited maaaiira of orgaalaaui aa oar Uttla 
earth, mo^ laaa ooBoaiva of a mind capaMa 
of produotaig all the i^iaiMMBsaa ot aa ha* 
finite aaivsfaa. 

Think ot a solitary ■Mehante prodOfliBg 
by his •tiaadtwork" not only all the watekaa 
made in Aaierlaa but alao sioialtaaaovsly 
making all tbaaa Md* Ifr Ivopa; aad, in 
addition, edastraeting all other machaaieal 
prodnet ia the world. It not grotaaqae 
nriraela what Is ttr ' 

Mir-oalwil thaqinglaaa aad layMi. wlw 



have discarded a six-day creation, snake 
and fish stories, the trinity, a literal hall, 
devil, etc. but who can still believe la this 
mythical omnipresent, omnlseient oload, 
impersonal phantiun, spook and miraole 
worker. In spite of the facta now la thMr 
p o es o sskm coaoemlng tha aotoal state aad 
aspect ot the grand system of nature, ahould 
forthwith resUpi their manhood, praatrate 
thetar reason, h^eve every word la the 
bible, and owear blind obedlenee to the 
authority <rf Rome. There Is ao alddla 
ground, no stopping plaee between Catho- 
llca and Natureallsm. 

The Infialty of cosmic activity and organic 
life constitutes a lob ter too big for a sin- 
gle agent, and countless millions ot Ooda 
would be required to prevent it. rather 
than a single Ood to produce it. The mys- 
tery involved in such an Infinite being and 
"His miraculous handiwork" crea Ing men. 
mice and constellations, towers above the 
mysteries of nature as the Himalaya mOBU' 
tains Above an ant hill. 

"We KNOW that the supernatural does 
not exist." said Ingersoll In his last lecture, 
after being an Agnostic all his life. Con- 
tinuous h inrst research convinced him that 
on the highway of intellectual progress 
there wan no half way lioii-e between the 
orthodoxy of his fa her and .Materialism. 

If a nu rchant desires to know what his 
stock roinlsts of. lie takes an inventory of 
his warfs, then K.N'OWS not only what he 
has, but also what he HAS NOT. So our 
astronomers have takm an accura'e Inven- 
tory of the contents of space with tele- 
scopes and photo-plates; have penetrated 
infinite expanse for a trl'lion of miles; have 
discovered coun less suns and systems, yet 
a (iod ban not been verified as yet. All Is 
found to be nature — no heaven, no hell! 

There is and can be but one rational so- 
lution to the riddle ot existence, namely: 
the constant motion and activity of eternal 
matter and Its infinite changes and OMnbl- 
toatlons force us to the oonelusloa that 
nature must contain within its own ele- 
ments the source aad toroes aeoessary to 
produce all the diversified <phenonsaa man- 
ifest in our environawata aad la tha 
booadless expanse beyond. 

The poteatlalltlea eaoshig all fOnas ot 
matter, from lotaaoria to eoasMtetloas, 
moat he abiqattooa, oo-existeat wftb tha 
material oonstttuting oooh ttanaa, or tho 
latter wooM be dependent tor their bebig 
upon ehaaoe, volittoa or ewrlee— liable to 
be deprived ot aoeh ^Mnentlal elements of 
exiatanoa at any time ia aay part of or In 
alt spaiea, thus causing either sectional or 
UBivarsal stagnation or inert ion, all un- 
known or Impossible conditions In nature. 
In faet, tha God hypothesis involves the 
absurd proposition that nature Is universal- 
ly Inert, dead and lmi)otent In and of It- 
aelt to qaoaa universal Ufe and cosmic ac- 
tivity, aad that U ii i id nM. a Ckid, aatowaa 



BLDX OBASS BLADB 



r 



with arbitrary pomr, onmipotenoe and 
omnlaelMioe, la • a aaana r y •ooaaamr to 
aooount tor natwa'a mamfold prodoot . 

Science insists tliat wherever ttiere la 
matter luere is force — that matter is force, 
both physical and chemical, — and that 
therefore, every world contains within its 
own constituents, and carries around with 
itself (as It flies through space and whirls 
on its axis] all th potentialities needed for 
the harmonious existence of its innumera- 
ble passtngers on land, in the seas and 
air; hence needs uot stop on Its long jour- 
ney of ages to admit pilo; or captain to 
guide it ii its course and attend to the 
needs of its Innumerable inmates. 

Is this Incredible? But we know it is 
true. All life is traced to the chemical 
elements of matter, absolutely nothing to 
a Ood. These, physical conditions favoring, 
produce tlio beautiful rose bush and the 
myriads of lice that devour it when in its 
glory. Now, if the Clod theory solves the 
mystery of the rose-bush and the lice, I 
want thelsts to explain. But it there is 
infinitely more mystery InTolved in a Ood — 
a la artificer — producing the rosea and then 
the lice to devour them, ■imoltaneooaly 
creating all other organic ttructuraa on 
antipodal parta o( our euth. this rsvolTtng 
on Its axis and flying through spaee with 
llgbtntaig rapidity, 'hla other parta" MlUma 
of mile* awajT among an Inllnlt* aoriign- 
tlqn of burning bodiM I hav* d awcrtbad. 
than It la our du^ to r«J«et thf hypothaaia. 
Of two antltbatioal thaoriaa tot va aee^^ 
the moat raaaongMti 

RaCarring to this anbjeet, Herbert Spen- 
cer said: "They (thelata) seem quite <e 
forget tlmt their own theory la aupported 
by no fkets at all. Like the majority of men 
who are born to a glvn belief, they de- 
mand a Dooet rigoroue proof of an adverse 
belief, but aaaune that their own needs 
none." 

Therefore until a God makes his i)resence 
known, or until Pope or preachers divest 
the God-myth of the Inscrutable mysteries 
now associated with It It Is plainly the 
duty of rational men and women to re- 
main on the solid ground of Materialism, 
and seek in nature the bauto of all eoamlc 
phenomena and life. 

If some one would tell us what the "man 
in the moon" can do and does, it would be 
of primary imi>ortance that he produce evi- 
dence tnat the "man in the moon" really 
exists and Is a fact; otherwise his assertion 
would be of no value. F'or llge reasons, all 
talk and tradition of wl»t a God can do 
and has done fulls txj the ground, until 
thelsts first decide which of their innumer- 
able Gods Is "the only true, living Ood." 
and thn prove hla eiiataaoe as aa abaolnte 
faet 

Here la where the ICaterlallst la more 
oonalatent and rational than the theiaL 
Ha MMkM upon terra flnaa and eoateaa 



his belief to what he knows. He la aware 
that nature la the enprMne fact of eiiat- 
enoe. It requires no proof. He look* 

around and it proves itself. The sum-total 
of all existence Is tne basis of his belief, 
and he knows that every object and form 
of matter — from the dew-drop to constella- 
. ons, from Infusoria to man — is the spon- 
taneous product of the potencies of matter, 
and not the 'miraculous handiwork" of an 
almighty spook. 

Even the great Gladstone admitted tha: 
outside of the Bible there is no evidence 
of a God. He said: "Unless you accept 
the testimony of the Bible as conclusive, 
what evidence have you of God's existence 
and mans immortality?" 

Many of our Qreateat Minds Atheists. 

The brainiest men of the world have been 
Atheists. Alex. Von Humboldt, at the age 
of 82, delivered a course or 60 lectures in 
Berlin, to the scientists of the world, on 
the physical construction of ti^e universe, 
and never spoke the word "God." He haa 
traveled over the world, descended Into 
the earth and explored the regions beyond 
lae earth, but dlacovered no Ood, no hea- 
ven, no devil and no hell. (By the way, 
laa't Inflntta vacuity waatly preferabto to 
a world with a heU In ItT) 

Many of our greateit thinkers have been 
Athelsta. though (tften preferring to pose 
aa agnoatlc. and theiatt. But all thoee 
rejecting the inerraney of the Bible (hav- 
ing abaotatelr no other basla tar their faith) 
were practical Atheiita. 

Selenoe bar ywgrnaed maJestlfiaUy dar- 
ing the laat oentury, bat It has not diseov- 
ered a etagte proof «f a Ood. of a heaven or 
hell. Theology la uem predaely what it 
was a tbooaand yeara ago. Tue Rev. Dr. 
Hatfield said: "Theology la not a progreaa- 
Ive science; the revelation la made once 
for all, and tae book Is abut, the liaap la 
upon It and It la sealed. New Interpreta- 
tions and expurgations will not save 
It, and we muat believe in that 
man god as described In that hoary 
book or we are practical Atheists. Nothing 
eise proves, defines or indicates a Ctod. 

We may tlien justly classify all those 
who reject t ie infallibility of the Bible aa 
Atheists. This Inclu'.es the illustrious 
names of Thomas Paine, Theodore Parker, 
Felix Adier, Buckle, Brougham, Burns, 
Bancroft, Byron, Bryant. Beecher, Boling- 
broke, Bacon, Buechner, Burrows, Blerce, 
Bradlaugh, Bruno, Bastian, Balzac, Buffon, 
Barnard, Barker, Bismarck, Bain, Carlysle, 
Castellar, Conipte, Clifford, Chaiining, Ca 
rus. Combes, Chesterfield, Condorcei, Cle- 
menceau, Carnegie Cotter, Cavour, Casson, 
Darwin, D'Holbach, Draper. Dickens, 
DentOD, BmersoQ, Elliott, Froude, Field, 
Flctate, Feuerbach, Fiske, Flint, Fechner. 
Oreely. Ooethe, Olbbon, Gunning, Garrison, 
Ottlaot, Galllleo, Von Glsykl, Olrard, Hugo, 
HoxliT. Vol BMboUt^ Heiae, HMsw. 



Helmhols, Hartnan. Hegel, HaeoUe, Hel- 
ve*, lus, Harrlaon, Uanunood, Ladd, Hobbea, 
Jefferson, Job, Ingersoll, Kant, Ingalla, 

Kronsecker, Llebig, Lessin~ Lyell, Lowell, 
Lawrence, Lincoln, Larkin, Lewes, Lecky, 
LA Place, i.,elbnUz, Lamark. Linne, Lindsay, 
Leldy, Lesley, Lander, La Leur, Lamartine, 
Locke, Mill, Makintosh Martineau, Mol- 
liere, Macaulay, Maudsley, Moleahott, 
.Mueller, Marsh, Moiitgomery, .Morley, Mott, 
.Moore, M( rse, .Martin. Mirabeau. Mazzinl, 
N'ott, .Vordau. Owen, Okeii. Oswald, Plinius, 
Pope, Proudhon, Phillips, Priestley. Pom- 
panazzl, Partoii, itos-seau, Russell, Roche- 
fort, Rochester, Raskin, Reiian, Roland, 
Rokilansky, Reynmnd, Roniaines, Hems 
burg. StrvitUR Strauss, Sand, .Sumner. 
Spencer, Smitii, Stallo, Shelley, Seneca, 
Spinoza, Srhiller, Shoppenhauer, Stephens, 
."1 iiurz, Shatsbury, St. Hiliaire, Spence, 
oiitus. Schleinuacher, Shelling. Sotnerville. 
(le Stael, Shakespeare, Tolland. lyndall, 
Tenny.'roii, i ..oreau, Topinard, Underwood, 
Volney, Vogt, Vaughn, V'ignoli. Virchow, 
Wright, Wolstoncraf', allace. Ward, Wil- 
cox, Walte, Wakeman, Youmans, and many 
others. 

John Stewart Mill, one of the most bril- 
liant writers of the last century, said: 
"Ihe world would be astonished If it knew 
how great a proportion of its brightest or- 
naments, of thoee most distinguished even 
In popular estimation for wisdom and vir- 
tue, are complete ak^tiea In religion. " 

Henry Ward Beeohar eoofassed that, 
"It is dlsoouraging to see so many men 
reUgioas without being moral, and so oumy 
moral without being rellgkMs." 

Morals Without Ralifioit 

Schiller said: "A robust nature (Bine 
Ge.iunde Natur) needs no God and immor- 
tality. • • • There must be moral laws 
which sufflce even without this belief." 

And Froude: "Whrt has eccleslasticism 
to do with Ihe moral laws? It puts them 
all aside and puts Its own creed in their 
place. ' 

From an editorial In a late "Popular 
Science Monthly, I quote: "The word has 
gone forth: Morality must stand on a 
basis of na'ural law or It cannot stand at 
all. • • • There is no uncertainty as to 
the fundamental principles of morals; bat 
we iiave weakly allowed ourselves to think 
that the authority of all our moral teaching 
is bound up with certain traditional doc- 
trines. That is the cardinal error which 
eanu'st men should strive with all their 
|M)wer to banish. " 

The church has labortd i)er»l8teutly to 
impress upon its subjects that morals are 
Intiiuately associated with theology and 
(lepeiuieut upon religion; that It has been 
generally taken for granted that there exist 
no motives for morality In the absence of 
religion — one of the libelous methods of the 
(OoBtlBMd on IlNis 14) 
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ADVBKTltiNQ RATBS. tin 111 now at the price of $3.50 each. 

One in. h single column. 1 ioMrtioB, M oMits: oM monti>..or fouT When Ordering be sure to give the full name of the person 

'"■"Quaner^commn. TnVi?' month. M.M: ^ for whom it is intended. 

"""HSi \rtS^n?"who'r'cofumn, or larger advertisement, at .pedal Success demands constant work and persistent elfort. 

~*'Tii*^ubi8*« h« the right to reject any and au adv.rti.wn.Bt. So business, no concern, ever achieved success by per- 

aUmnfi. _, mitting things to drift along with the tide. 

GENERAL BUSINESS RULES. Xhe Blade is ambitious to succeed. 

ALL 8UB8CRIPT10N8 to the Blade will be .<i!«»ny»««J"i* 'j! So manv plans, SO many avenues of labor, so many mat- 

^exDlnitlon of the term for which th. .ubKsrlpUon h»« P*" ^ , ,,t-. j- 

5p In advaio.. Th* adArM. rtip «^,^>£JSg*' T^^^SS^ t^rs pertaining to the advancement of Freethought crowd m 

^r^'^mbi™ ^itJA^!^*bl!lSBCltt'W^ vSHTrm^ to upon us that with but one to do and work, some must be ne- 

case of dlTClntlnuaao.. „^^^.^A 

MOULD ANY SUBSCRIBBR ChMg* W« OT h« ■j^'J^ *^ glOCtOd. 

office, giving both old " ^UTtn «„-h um.-' Co-operation offers the best remedy, the kist solution of 

THB OFFICB of PUbllOftUOB 9t tllO Bwat IS M Isl'U* riorui i^invs* r ^ 

•ton. Btreetj^ L(MlB^2j^Jttiitiiolir,,to wWoli aU freethinker, will problem and if we could imi»art some of our own en- 

THB*BLA*DE*i. rauM at th. PottoOo. ftt LnliictSii. XMtuskr. thusiasm to others, the battle would be easily won. 

ADDSTLL^S;nS^T'ioNBTOTH.BLU. The world needa workers 1 

j». o. Box m. uad naton. Ky. Suppose we oonatrue that to mean the world of Free- 

OUB PREMIUM OFFEB. Then' Freethought needs workers. It 'neods nu n and 

. . women who have the courage and are willing to dare and do. 

In an effort to encourage our friends to aid us in increas- season of the "year is now upon 'as when the most ef- 

ing the circulation of the Blade, thereby building it up foctive work can be done for our cause and the Blade be- 

and advancing the cause of Freethought along with it, we gepches the hearty co-operation of all its friends. Its oir- 

call attention to the premium offer we announce on the back ,.^^],^^^^,^^ ^imt l)e increased if it is kept up to its pMwnt 

ol this issue. jiigjj standard. 

So many of I i n l,av,: vritten us frr.r. time to Get your news agents to handle the Blade. Talk to them 

time of the value tliey hud iu the Jilade and that they are ^.^^ ^^^^ liberal commission* for selling it 

saving their copies each week for the purpose of having autumn months pass by without doing 

them bound. From this came the suggestion tliat wo could something for the cause. Many little helps when done to- 

advantageously bind some copies ourselves, in cloth, and yri^tWr, will accomplish most wonderful results. You would 

give them to our friends who shall truly and oonaiatent^ suriirised to find oi t what those little liolpa would da 

deserve them according to the amount of work done for us ^ ^j^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^.^^ ^^^^ up-to-date, 

and the interest they manifest in our welfare. ^^.^j^ f^^. gomcone else to begin the work Init put 

The cost of binding up this volume, the lettering to he y^^^ shoulder to the wheel 

put on, with the name of the person intending to own the ipj^ Bhude now needs all ^e aaaistanoe it can get and to 

same, and considering the value of one year's issue, will jjj, extent it ia altogether dependent upMi: its j^ends. 

be at least three dollars and fifty cents. To pell them at 

this pri<!e would not yield any profit, but we would rather JEWISH WOMEN AND BELiaiON. 
give them away to friends who succeed in obtaining fifteen 

yearly subscriptions to tlie Blade at the regular price, for in — 

thia we iuat about breakeven and we have inowaaed our Some orthodox Jew, carrying the name of Gmsseppe 

subscriptiOT list at the same time. Cameo, writing in the Zionist organ, Modena insists that 

The l)ound volume, wIk n (!omplet«d, will oonUiu every not only are the Jews, as a race, ashamed of their religion 

copy that has been issued in its present form, from January and their nationality, but he aceuaea the Jewidi wonuo 

Uit up to and iaduding Deeember 87th«f the preaent of being reeponaiUe for this utter disrogard of religion. 




If it be true that, as a rule, the Jewish women, are so 

indifferent as to their own rclifjion as to be made the Huh- 
ject of snoh u eomment, it would reasonably follow that 
they are also indifferenet concerning any and all religion, 
and, therefore, independent of p^iesta, preachers, rabbia 
and such writers as die one above mentioned. Now, oonsid- 
oring the further fact tliat so few Jewish women can be 
found in any couutrv who are willinfj; to barter their 
womanly virtues for gold, or bread, as the caso may be, it 
speaks well for them as a class, and affords a strong argu- 
ment against religious influences upon womeo. Is it not a 
known fact that the inhabitants of what are termisd the 
"red-light" districts in nil large cities are believers in diety 
and church worshi)), if not att^'udants u|ion the latter? 
Tlien compare .Niwish women with Christian women, and 
tli(>n contrast the influences of religion upon the latter and 
the influences of no religion upon the former. The result 
must hi apparent. 

Continuing, this same writer draws a contrast l)etween 
the devotion of C^hristian women towards their clergy witli 
the utter indifference, and partial contempt of the Jewish 
women for their religious leaders, and urges that Jewish 
women must follow the example of their Christian sisters. 
There's the rub. This writer perceives that the women 
are the support of the Christian churches. He regrets 
that Jewish W(»iucu caiinul be brouf;ht to the same coudi- 
tion of mental and menial slavery that some preachers may 
be clothed ,in fine raiment and keep a well-lined stomach. 
It is a case of bread and butter, not regard for \he orthodox 
faith. It usually happens that when a preacher, or pro- 
fessor of crlliodoxy ojtens his mouth he manages to get his 
number ten foot in it, and we see that this is precisely what 
has happened in this instance. 

Thinking, earnest and serious people, those who hav« a 
high r^ard for the race. Will express regret that Christian 
wouh'U hiivc not yet the moral and virtuous cxcclk'nce af- 
tniued by Jewish women, and, like tlieui, cut the theological 
leading strings and undertake to manage their own religious 
affairs without the aid of a paid or hired preacher. 

The foot hurts when the shoe pinches. May the time 
soon come when the Christian advocates will find themselves 
in the same predicament and shorn of the foolish attention 
sad flattery of the women. 
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FREEXHOFOHT PROPAGANDA. 

Following the announcement of Mrs. Eliza Mowxy 
Bliven, secretary of the Materialist Association, for a more 
energetic propaganda, come the commnnioation from Hiss 
Lou Lawrence, secretary of the Buokeye Secnlar Union, 
calling for a combined effort whereby the purpose of the 
Union, calling for a combined effort whereby ^he purpose 
o^ the Union may be eahanoed and the cause aided to a 
move systematio eampaign for fl^reatsr growth. 

With two such women at work foT tke nplift of human- 
ity, giving of their time and taknts to secure the permanent 
happiness of others, without one selflsh tibooght, or desire^ 



they should be given that hww^^nSfipport worthy of the 
cause they rcprcxMit and cverythiini- i"':--ililc should lie done 
to place both <Ui;iiuizaliou8 upon a more secure footing. 

Personal apjicals, as Miss Lawrence intimates, will go 
further along the lines suggested, than indirect appeals 
throiigh a leaflet or a pamphlet The personal contact of 
the l''r('i'tli(iMi;lit :id\ nciitc, the opportunity of seeing and 
kiKiwiug the uuiuner of ui;iu or wonuin he or she may be, 
the magnitisiu of the voii-e, the meeting and talking, are 
calculated to do more real good than all the literature ever 
distributed, and in this respect Miss Lawrence has hit upon 
a real and solid argument. But the real issue is to bring 
such forces into active ojieration. Miss Lawrence makes 
known her plans in this i>siie of the Blade, and invites a 
general di>cussion among the friends of the cause as to its 
utility and i)ractieability. The Blade offers its colupns 
for such a discussion, and the Freethinkers of iVmeriea are 
inrited to take part therein as a means of discovering the 
best methods of propaganda. 

From what is taking jdace it is evident that the otticers 
of both organizations do not propose to allow the work 
brought up by the recent conventions to lapse and die for 
want of attention. This shows the correct idea of pro- 
paganda. Resolutions and speeches may point out a way 
for effective work, bnt they remain a dead letter unless put 
into pi'aclici'. Conventions do no more than allow Free- 
. thinkers an opportunity of meeting with each other uuit»88 
an effort is made to effectually carry out the work suggested 
thereby. Once these organizations will show the Freethink- 
ers of the country that they mean actual business, the Blade 
believes the pn^r support and patronags will be forth- 
coming. 

Our readers are asked to peruse wfiat these ladies have 
written. Mrs. Bliven's letter appeared two weeks ago. The 
eommunication from Miss Lawrence is given in this issue. 

Read them both over. Write to the Blade what you think 

of the plans suggested, and it may be that from all such 
so\irc(^s some more e.\i)edient method nuiy 1k' draxm. 

In any event, wo need a more effective, more systematic 
method of i)ro|iaganda than we have to-day. The Blade is 
ready, willing and anxious to do all that lays within its 
power to secure such propaganda, bnt it can do very little 
if it has to jday a lone hand. 

Let us all get together oud work togctlier for the good of 
ifli0 oomnmn eause. 



No better way to advance die eause of mental freedom 

than by ptiblic lectures. The Editmr is contemplating a 
short triji into Indiana and IHinois the latter part of No- 
vember and the beginning of Deccml>er. If you want lec- 
tures in those States ivrite him at once for terms, dates and 
snbjeels. 



All who are willing to parficipate in the sxini)osinm on 
"No future life," as suggested by Secretary IJlIven, of the 
Materialist Association, are requested to cummunicate with 
her oa the subjeot. Boat 76, Brool^yn, Cons. 
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AN 0(BTI10JK)X LIAB. 



"If by my lie I abound lo the glory of Uod, why cm I 
to be adjudged a sinner V 

So wrote the Apoetle Paxil, at least it is so recorded by 
questiouable authority, but it also seems to be the personal 
opinion of a remote Texas editor of an unknown Texas 
paper, residing at Denton, or thereabouts. . . 

Fmn the days of Constantine it has never been deemed 
a sin to lie about the unbeliever, and the more upt disciples 
of the Nazareue . appear to be in no great haste to abaudor 
such a policy, i f g<^d is truth he must love truth, whtMrer 
it be found, whether — 

"On heathen. Christian or Atheist ground," 
but his followers iu these days, as of old, etoMt grasp such 
a lofty ideal, aud they enjoy with relish the malicious pad- 
time of deliberately inventmjf falsehoods concerning their 
intellectual superiors, and resort to the further crime v/f 
giving them publication in organs of questionable veracity. 

S ome friend has sent a marked copy of a small paper 
to our office containing a scurrilous editorial from some 
backwoods writer who evidently "loveth a lie", and entitled 
"Why Do Inlideis Recant?" The very title is a mere un- 
provable assertion, while the subject matter under it is 
composed of the most glaring falsehoods and inaccuracies 
that ever found their way into type. Here aM a few 
examples : 

"Why is it so few really intellectual men are infidels?" 

"Why did IngersoU join the church before his death, 
seemingly as a palliation for his blindness to truth?" 

"The writer recalls that the most despised man in a regi- 
xoBut of 1,200 soldiers to which he belonged during the 
Spanish-American war, was an infidel parading under the 
guise of a Freethinker." 

"Freethinkers cringe and trimble like frightened puppies 
imder the broad, ambiguous term, infiddl." 

"Ninety-nine per cent of the population of the United 
States are believers in the Christian religion." 

Just how such a worthless ray could devise so many in- 
consistencies in so small a space is almost be\ond concep- 
tion, and it is lucky for him that the god in which he be- 
lieves has abandoned the policy of striking liars dead; 
otherwise he mig^t not be living now. As a literary ragout, 
it is consoling to know that few can be found who will place 
any belief or credence in such a compilation. 

And so Ingersoll joined a duirch ! Uur. wliat church? 
Where did it occur, and when i Some authority should be 
given. The statement is not that the writer "believes" 
Ingersoll joined church, but that Ingersoll actually did so. 
Then it follows that the writer knows this to bo a fact It 
It cannot bc^ men' hciir.-^ay, and the best evidence would be 
to give date, place, name ^d denomination of church and 
some names of the persons who were present at the time. 
Soeh an evient oould not go without notice, and had it really 
ooeurred there would be abundant evidence conoeming it 

Ai a matter of faet, IngersoU never did join aay dnudi, 



and this creature, who may call himself a man, knew that 
he wrote and ]>rintcd what was an untruth when he made 

use of such a statement. 

When expressing his ouinion upon the religious beliefs 
of the people of this' nation, it would appear that a slight 
inaccuracy of description has been made. Had he said 
"penitentiary" instead of the "United States", every well- 
informed man and wonuin would give ready alMnt thereto. 
Before attempting any reiteration of such a statement its 
author is advised to seek genuine information. y 

Self-glorification had to creep into an article of this kind, 
for it is a case of suspected vanity in foisting information 
upon a disinterested public to try and let them know that 
the author was actually in a regiment of 1,200 mv^n during 
the Si)auish- American war. There may have been an infidel 
among its membership, and if the r^ment could boast that 
iuinil)er of men it is certain that more than one infidel were 
among them. And yet it ia dollars to doughnuts that this 
very writer, were he actually there, never got into action 
against the enemy, and were his reginieut ordered to any 
point where danger lurked, he could have been found hiding 
in the tall grass, catching cold thereby and then asking 
Uncle Sam for a pension for injuries so received. It is a 
safe assumption that any man who could even think raoh an 
article, much lees to pen one, is both a moral and phyaioal 
coward and the truth is not in him. 

In this day and age infidelity'aud intellect, compared and 
contrasted with orthodox conceptions, are made necessary 
corollaries. Like a mij^iy flood the tide of infidelity has 
set in and the churches are swamped therewith to such an 
extent that every preacher must struggle might and main 
. to keep his congregation u]i lo the sectarian shibboleth. Her- 
esy trials are rapidly becoujing a fail, aud this sets a mark 
of inliilelity in church ranks as a result of education. Be- 
fore education became general the people were almost uni- 
versally believers in orthodoxy. With education came het^ 
erodoNv an<l its <'oncoiiiitaiit, infidelity. The real wonder 
is that any man claiming to be intellectual can 
longer remain in the church, and all such cases are re- 
garded as monstrosities, the result of abnormal thought 
Every great intellect has been on the outside of the draroh 
and all great intellects today refuse the orthodox stamp. 

But why do infidels recant ( Who says that infidels do 
recant? Nobody but a small editorial fice living at Den- 
ton, Texas. What infidel ever recanted to his per^nal 
knowledge ? No hearsay. None of what somebody else 
has s&id. Facts are demanded, and in this instance names, 
places, and dates would prove valuable aids In any inves- 
tigation that might want lo be made. 

After all it may be a waste of space to offer this dis- 
cussi(m, but if, by calling llu; hand of sudi a fellow 
aa this we can elicit genuine information, some good mi^t 
be aooQmplished. If he fails or xefuaea so to do, he must 
•ttnd bruided • oownd m iraU m a liar. 
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SOIENTIEIO THB0L06Y. 



The very title of this artide suggeiti a phviioal and 

scientific impoesibility. 

All science is progressive^ ever moving onward and up- 
ward, discovering new facts and, demonstrating tlioni. 

Theology must, from its very nature, be au.l always re- 
main stationary au.l i.u.ctiv... Theologv does not and can 
not contain the elements „f progress. If god be perfection, 
then all progress comes toan end the mmnent we reaeh god. 
Hey ond that idea theology cannot go. . If aoienoe oonld »- 
\ cal god, then it might be made a valuable adjunct to the- 
ology, but as science leads et(>niiil]y an.l forever away from 
the god-idea, wience moves forward and theology goes on 
the down grade. Their patlis separate and as each continnes 
along the way they hecome more widely divergf^at 

To abuse modern science has been the aelf-aasmned task 
of the clergy and professional theologians. Science brought 
about a new conception of the universe. It presented an 
^ array of indisputable facts as argument, and the advocates 
of theology arrayed tiiemselves against it to a man. Little 
by little science forged its way through aU the gross and 
degrading superstitions it enoonntered at every step, until 
it stood triumphant-rapreme. Then followed an era of 
conciliation. Efforts were made to show that science di.l 
not disagree with revealed ivligion. This failed. An- 
other course was later puisn. d, and now the general claim 
18 made by the most advanced of the clergy that aoienoe is 
an actual and posHive ally of Teligi<m. 

Some writer, whoae name is not given, in the Biblical 
World, published at Chicago, contends thai scieence is not 
only an aid to religion, but assert-s that "the assimilaUon 
of the scientiric spirit in the realm of theology and religion 
unities the sj)irit life." 

But why such a claim ? What induces it f What are 
the underlying motives for asserting it ? It is because sci- 
entific investigation has invaded all our colleges and univer- 
sities, and tho clergy can readily foresee the drift of the 
popular mind as a resultant thereof. The more true ad- 
once, the less regard for theology. The student is soon 
brought face to face with demonstrable facts that absolutely 
contradict the old theological notions instilled into his mind 
during childhood. The awakening of the intellect Incomes 
fatal to theology. It is imi.ossible to think scientifically 
and I Ik 11 lie compelled to bow the kneo to a supposed theo- 
1 .lii. ii authority. Such a course would make mental 
progress both hesitating and ineffeotiv& This oonolaaion 
finds ainple oonroboration from the fact that all the truly 
great scientists are on the outside of the realm of theology 
and have abandoned it altogether as a factor in scientific 
investigation. . With full and complete confidence in the 
l)roposition that what is true is good,for truth must be good, 
the thinker faces every fact with equal openness of mind' 
and cordial welcome. He is ready and willing to take all 
truth, new or old, and thus acquires a state of intellectual 
manhood. 

Confront a firm theologian with a scientific fact that oon- 



U 

tradlcts ids cherished notion of deity and he at once rejects 
the fact and refuses even to investigate his deitv. This is 
unscientific For thU reason there can be no scientific 
theology. 



Our premium offer is made as a means of enabling us 
to double our riivid.tinii h,.fnre .he prr^out year goes out. 
If we can a.coiuplisli this much we propose to increase the 
size of the Blade and < reate additional literaiy departments 
fort It As a matter of fact we are now crowded with a num- 
h» of splendid articles which we cannot publish for lack 
of space. We expect to reach them aU in diu time. To 
enable the publication of as many aa possible we ha\ e been 
compelled to vmh the Current Comment from Week to 
week. \V,. need more pages to the Blade to keep up with 
our contnliutors, but we cannot afford the additional ex- 
pense, with the pictures, unless the circulation is such as 
to guarantee the extra cost and expense. AVill vou not try 
to secure one of these handsome i)reiiiiuiiis ? We do not 
ask you to work for the Blade for uothiuo. Viiu^.^ ,iew 
subscribers will get you a bound xohiiue of the Blade, and, 
besides, look what you have done for the Blade and the 
cause it representa. 



The Editor's busy season is now on. Examinations from 
the students of tho Correspondence School are iKgiuning to 
arrive, and these have to he gone ov^ r in .lelail, examined 
thoroughly, au.l giviMi tlii" |)roi)er grading. Should you fail 
to receive a prompt reply to any communication you will 
realize the cause^of the delay. 



Mrs. Ilenry is now at Avork upon the preparation of an- 
other article of her series on the Bible. \\\iU-\\ for it. In 
the meantime, do not forgot her splendid little pamphlet on 
:Marriage and Divorce. Single cojiies ■2:> cents, ^duoh can 
U' iind by writing to her at Versailles, . Ky. 



Keep your eyes on our great i>remium offer. If you 
value the Blade at all you will certainly appreciate a bound 
volume. We are giving this volume away to those of our 
friends who 'Secure fifteen subscribers for us between now 
and December 1st. Read the premium offer on the back 

Several orders have been received for a bound volume of 
Blade at the close of the current year. Only a limited num- 
W of these can be made up and none will be bound witliout 
tong been previously ordered. This will include all the 
numl)ors since the change was made in its f(,nii. The name 
of the purchaser will he jirinted on the cover and if any of 
our friends wish a volume, either for theinsi Ives, or to 
make a suitable New Year's present to another, be bum to 
get your mrder in the Blade oflke in tim«. TIm eoat will 
b6|t.60. 
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TUCKBRTON, N. J., S-i'- iJ>'"i" 
— After readiug jour nJiior.al ijcvtral 
wteks ago, liubbj aud i agrt ed lo spare 
par. It iioi ail ol ihe suuncripilon lor llie 
Uladi-, but 1 nad luu luibloriuiie lo fall and 
twisi uiy loot badly. TIk' doctor said it 
was worse iliuu a bn ak ami i. u limes more 
painful, and 1 eau ayrc>- wiui Uiai. 1 am 
gel iiig anjuiid on nuulus, but the medl- 
ciuc lias luadf nuite a bolu lu the pocket- 
book, BO i luubi posiyoue my BUbscriptlon 
for awiilK. U la worse for me, as oae leg 
was aii . ady shorter than It rMlly ousbt to 
be ou account of a former accident. 

Kvery day 1 s« c more aud more of the 
uc.-d of such paper.-, as the Blade, but 1 
cannot commend li. J. Slocum in last issue. 
Aly failier used to say wheu two were In 
an argument and one commenced to C»ll 
uamt s or throw mud at the o.her, be knerw 
his case was lost. Now I don't think Slo 
cum s bide lost, bu- such language will con- 
vince no one. 1 should have wked tJi«t 
preacher as 1 have others, if Ueuesls !■ to 
be taken, literally, how be ezpUliM Qod'* 
command to replenish the eurthk One ow 
not re fill a thine, until it bu been lllled 
once. 1 have ottoi Mked ttal*. but hbve 
never been answered. In fact, the prMOb* 
ers fight shy of n*. The iMt on* that 
tried >o oonrert me coiuda't say anytlUas 
but "Don't you want to go to heavear' 
I r^Ued that U the Blbla to tra* I atood 
Just aa gooA a ebanoe aa ba, lor by our 
deada we abaU be ]««fla4 He agreed that 
< It tantfht Micb. When be waa taUag bla 
departure he lingered on the porch asd 
UatMMd to our remarka about hlin. I aaw 
him all the time ttirougb an open window. 
I wrote to the People's Presa several years 
ago my aptaiaa on the origin of the Hall 
theory, and Mked others to give tboln. 
No one did. Here la mine: Aa we never 
read about an earthquake or volcanic erup- 
tion but that we read also about the gas 
or sulphta'r smell which always accompanies 
It, It looks ptauBlble that to the minds of 
the early Ignorant and superstitions in- 
haUtaata of this globe some such disturb- 
aoa gave rise to the belief in Hell. This 
was made use of by the unprincipled men 
to subject the masses and get an easy liv- 
ing then as now. Ihe preacher I refer to 
did not even claim to believe this, but aeld: 
"What can I do? It's my business." I 
told him to go to work like others. I am 
giving the extra number to one who to 



seeing the light Quite clear; haa several 
sons, but to an tnvalld. Sha told ma aba 
used to att«nd ohuroh meetings and tremble 
m fear of hall. Her foika were aU red- 
hot Me.bodtota, and she used to ba ao afrala 
of deaib. V^hat a life to Uvel I told them 
1 would rather spend eternity in a Christ- 
ian's bell with a Devil I can respect than 
in their heaven wi>.h a God I should de- 
spise. And I do despise such a God as 
they represent. Why he Is not half as good 
or as powerful as the Devil be made, for he, 
ttiis all-Wise, all-powerful, all-loving God, 
made tbe Devil to tempt and get 99 out of 
every 100, according to their own belief. 
What a God! Dr. Adam Clark, In his Com- 
mentaries on tbe Bible, said Jesus' family: 
1. e. hto father, mother, brothers and sis 
lers, were of such lll reputo that their 
neighbors would have nothing to do with 
them. Thus bis remark about the prophet 
having honor In his own town. Uut if you 
have made this out, or s|)enl your time on 
it, you must be tired. So 1 will thank you 
for papers sent, both the ones 1 keep and 
the aitraa. Yours.— MKS. M. FISKO. 



. Uliad Meald'a Artiele. 

OALT. OALIF.— After a long delay. I 
aead yoa P. O. ordw tor IS. aa bMk daee 
and fntvra balance, if any. My phyaleai 
and flnaaelal condition during tbe past 
year hai haan the canae of my delay to pay 
I h(^ Uf ba able to meet all my obligations 
for tbe Blade and several othdr papers 
aeOB. The discontinuance of "Higher 
goiaBOe" It a great blow to the liberal 
QMliit feat we bone and believe Brother 
itaald Wili be of gfeat benefit to the readers 
of tbe Blade. His article under the head of 
"Cause end Cure of Intemperance" is the 
ablest and best, and the only solution of 
the problem of Intemperance that I ever 
read. And I hope Bro. Heald will roast the 
Dog Lovers of California. I believe that 
there are enough dogs in California, if dis- 
tributed properly, to supply one dog for 
every family in the United States. Cali- 
fornia is the "randest country with th* best 
climate in America (or probably on earth) 
but tbe Innumertfblo saloons and worthless 
dogs are a curse that more than offset.s all 
the good qualities of the grand coun ry. It 
there was one dollar tax put on the head 
of every saloon and dog In the state, we 
believe the amount of revenu'; would edu- 
cate every poor orphan in Us boundaries; 
bnd it all the money that is spent for strong 

^ t 



drink and dog food, was converted to tbe 
benent o^ the widows and orphans it would 
. would feed and clothe every one of them. 
Then there would be a big surpius too. 
Hurrah for Bro. Heald! I am behmd with 
obligations to him, which I hope to meet 
with soon. Then there is Brother Cbanning 
Severance — a Liberal of Liberals — and one 
of our greatest Freetbought writers. I 
noticed hto letter in the Blade several 
weeks ago s atlng that be Is nearly blind. 1 
suppose he to a laboring man and lives by 
work. If so, he may need help to tight the 
battles of life. He is a tYeethougbt veteran 
of highest rank, and is worthy the at- 
His letters in the Blade are read and ap- 
preciaKd, and we hope to read them again. 
Then there Is Dr. Wilson, who is not con- 
tributing as often as he did some years ago. 
We suiiposed he was busy composing that 
Ujok of poems he promised us. We are 
wal ing anxiously for a copy, and would 
like to hear something more about it from 
hlmWOHN D. FARRIS. 



FraathoufM Barilao M a. 

LORRNA. TIBXAS.— Aa you wUI aea In 
The Bearcbllgbt". we had a Liberal Bar- 
becue and Speaking at Sloah'a Tank on the 
l&th Inat. which to IX mUes eaat of the city 
of Waco. We had a big crowd, and all 
seemed to be happy. Some five or six lib- 
erals spoke on various subjets, but the 
principle lecture was by our old editor and 
ex-preacher, J. D. Shaw. His subject was 
"Why I Left the Church," and was a treat 
whlcAi we old infidels don't often get a 
chance to enjoy, aud one which will take 
a long time to forget. Your bumble scribe 
tried to talk on "Some Absurdities of the 
Chrisilan Church. ' The following are some 
of Ihe i)<)ints mentioned: Begmning with 
the greatest absurdity of all, viz: that a 
few thousand years ago a being called the 
"Lord (Jod" came Into existence from no- 
where and created a universe from notb- 
Ing; made a man out of the dust and a 
woman from a part of the man. This 
"Lord Cod" foreknew all things; was a goO 
of wisdom, of love, of mercy, of Justice; yet 
creaied a devil to thwart his will and pur- 
poses; let that devil get away with his beat 
efforts. That god planted a tree in tbe 
midst of his garden whose fruit would 
nmke one wise, but forbid his children to 
partake of It ; knew from the beginning 
they would cat of It, and he would hevp to 
raise up a son to be sacrificed to possibly 
save a few of his children from a beli be 
must eeds make. He kicked that devil •tlj .. 
of heaven on o the earth, knowing too he 
would cause all this trouble unless he put 
him in hell and kept him there. Another 
absurdity among many others is tbe Judaa 
case. "Christ knew from the beginning 
who would betray him." John 6-64. And 
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too, Jesus promised these twelve aposUes 
that "When he came Into his kingdom they 
should 8lt on twelve thrones, Judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel," Luke 22-30. "That 
God so loved the world he seni his son to 
die, to shed his blood for an atonemont for 
our sins." Had to die, had to shed his 
blood to fill that "Fountain filled with 
blood," that "Sinners miirht plunge be- 
neath i's flood and loose all their guilty 
■tialn8,"etc., etc. All In all, we hiid a nice 
meeting; everybody seemed to enjoy the 
ocoMioD, and there was talk of havtac oar 
Mzt at Hallsburg nearby, irtiicb woald be 
wan eoDTenient; also to bnild a rabMan- 
tial harbor and patrUkm. Dr. Hall, tnm 
wtann «h« bars takes its name, ia a wbole- 
•oaled liberal, as well as Us food wtte. 
They oertataly know how to make ooo teol 
weloome.— D. T. IIARRS. 



Renews ■MbMrtpUon. 

PBTROljnjir CnBNi'BK, pa.— Unelosed 
I send yon | 1.60 to renew my subscription 
to the Blade. I iroald like to hare yon an- 
swer the followlns <iaestlon: The Bible 
teUs ns, a Peter 8-10, "BeboM the day of 
the Lord win come as a thief. In the night, 
In the which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, aad the elements shall 
melt away wl'li tenrent heat; the earth 
also end the works that are therein shall 
be bomt up. " Beeles. 1-4 reads: "One 
generAtton passetb away and another com 
eth, but the earth abldeth forever." Whicn 
of them Is rlgh*? Matt. 23 9: "And call 
no man your father upon the earth, for 
one Is your father which Is In he«ven." 
St. John S-44: "Ye are of your father, the 
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will 
do." Can ycu tell me whirh onr has the 
largest family? I was reading in a news- 
paper some time ago abou' a wealthy 
church member who died and left some 
forty thousand dollars for the use of the 
church until the second coming of Christ, 
after which time it was to bo divided 
among his lawful heirs. Don't you be- 
lieve his heirs would get It just as soon If 
he had left it to the church until H— 11 
frose OTsrT— ^(MBPH FILWaLL. 



WRONtt NOTION* OP PRIBDOM. 



FAROO, OKLA.— I here Inclose $1.50 to 
pay my subscription up to Jan. 1907. Sorry 
I have delayed it so long, bat kope It will 
be actepted now. 

J am a farmer andl haven't had time to 
read one Blade out of three. It is all work 
and no pleasure for a farmer and all labor- 
ing people that at night after our day's 
work Is done we are so near wore-out that 
when we sit down to rest, or read for 
a few minutes, we fall to sleep before we 
get started to reading, and as for vnder- 



standing what we read, it is oat of the 

(luestlon. 

So dear James it comes to me that there 
is no use In trying to free the minds of the 
lieople from superstition in the way that a 
Kood many Freethinkers are trying to do. 

Ii SI ( ins to me that we must have In- 
dunrlal freedom before we can have full 
mental liberty for the majority of tha 
people; for what good is all our argument 
tnrough papers and perlodfaHds, If the labor- 
ing people which oonatltate the majority 
of the popalattoo. have aol the opportaiiitr 
to lOTestigateT 

Soeiallsm alone eaa give us fall oppor- 
tunity to read and inveatlyate as we woald 
not tave .to work 10 to 18 hours a day ^o 
.earn tlw newwdties of life. 

1 prodaee 6 to lO'ttQiM as maeh as my 
family and myself o^ ooBsumn each yeai, 
bat after 1 have oonTorted It into money 
whidi I am obliged to. to pay taxes, inter- 
est, aad tor machinery, okthing and gro- 
oerles (whteb I canaot main), I can Jnat 
about strike a balanee at the and of the 
year, or a little short, if ^ther way. If 
this doesn't prore OMt |» afMns way some 
one or people are NMlit ne. what wilt? 
The price I pay for the finished ar'lcles 
that I must have are so far in excess of 
the labor cost of producing them that It 
absorbs the extra surplus that t raise t : 
buy wha* 1 need of *bpm. How < an any one 
pretend to stand for "Tustice." the slogan 
of Freethlnkrrs. and not stan<l for liidii«- 
trlal Liberty, or Socialism? CUve us In- 
dustrial liberty and mental lll>erty is '.cmd 
to follow. You now understand my positloo. 
— IRVIN HIATT. 



Anothtr Centrihutjon tent 

BBNNINaTON, KANSAS.— I was moved 
by the pathetic letter of the needy com- 
rade yoa pabHshed hi the Blade of Ahg. 
23rd, IMS, ant enclose P. O. money order 
for 11.00 to help start the Bmergency Fund 
in the tatsrast ci tto aged and worn-oat 
comrades la the glorious cause of Free- 
thought Toor suggestion to create each 
a fvnd la timely, and I trust that the com- 
rades win awake to the exigtondes of the 
ea'ie and relieve the Blade of the pressing 
pe^nlary responsibility of meeting this 
nvet ltt«*t and agreeable burden.— HBNRT 
C. ROBBBTS. 



To AW the Oaetf WWIb 

LOCKPORT, N. T.— BnokMMd I hand you 
check tor six dollars: Bmergency Fund. 
12; aubseription to the Blade. fS; Mater- 
ialist AsBociatloB, M- Very sorry that I 
could not attend the AssoelattoB. Hoite to 
do so at some fatore meeUag. WKh many 
good wishes tat the sneesas of every sb- 



Ueavnr in tlic line of advaaoed thoO^t.— 

C. R. W DODWAKl). 



EMERGENCY FUND AGAIN. 



LOS AXC.ICLKS. — l-Jnclosed please find 
money ordtr for one dollar for th'^ emergen- 
cy fund or for helping to send the Blade 
to thtm that are ncjt able to pay, for it 
is certainiy a gr( at pleasure to t^ose to read 
tli(< lilade who believe in Common Sense 
and Reason. — I. H. Fowler. 



WANTS LIST OF BOOKS. 



MARTI.XG. \V. VA.— Will you kindly in- 
form me where I can purchase Keelers His- 
tory of the Bible; \Vait< .s History of the 
Bible; Brandons Blbirlc Researches Green- 
ough's Origin of Supernatural Conceptions 
and approximately their oost-^OHN 
O'BRIEN. 

VALUE OF LOCALITY. 



Soon after the Civil War, tJeneral Rufus 
Ingalls. r. S. A., vi.siti d a friend in the 
South. Taliing a walk one raomtng he met 
a boy c( ming up from the rtv<>r with a Sne 

string of lish. 

'-\v<<at n-iii you take for your flshr asked 
the Central. 

"Thirty cents." was the reply. 

"Thirty cents: ' repeated the General In 
astonishment. "Why. if you were in New 
York you could get three dollars for them." 

The boy looked critically at the oflleer tbr 
a moment and then said scornfully: 

'Tes. sah: en I reekoa If I had a backet 
of Water In hen I could get • million for it*^ 



DOLLY'S BAPTISM. 



A little girl once at ended a Baptist im 
mersion with her mother. She was much 
impressed by seeing the minister lower the 
people Into the water, and on the way home 
was nansoaUy silent An hour later her 
mother saw tMe child take her whole tamOy 
of doUs end make tor a ditoh In the farm- 
yard. Oorloas to know what the yooagstor 
was SBlBg to do, ihe followed eaattoaslr aad 
arrived just in time to heai* the child say. 
Tatber. Soa. aod In the hole yoa floes," aa 
«he doi^ad tha Ml Into a paddle. 



SHtARIN« VHI tHIir. 

A preacher flimoat tor hit be^glag ablU* 
ilea, was eateehlaiag • Sunday MkooL 
When ooBiparIng to sheep. he pat the tol* 
lowing qaestfcm to the children: "What 
.doea the ohsphard do'for th« «haepr To 
the amnaeneat of thooa preaest a aaaall 
boy In tha traat pow piped oat: tNigars 
tba»r 111 
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vhleh I llv» siao* mjr itrugclM oum to an 
end and tba U(ltod tempeat left in tha aldat 
of a great, attll ocean; a aea wHhont Ml- 
lows ,and withont ahoala, where there la bo 
other ttar than reaaon and no other com- 
pasi than one's own heart." 

Wh?r« Will You Spend Eternity? 

Voltaire wrote: "When I am asked If, 
after diath, theise faculties (personal at- 
tributes, mind, sensation, etc.) will exist, I 
am almost tempted lo aak If the warbling 
or tho nightingale will exls-t when the 
bird has been devoured by an eagle?" 

So I ask: Can ti.e form and functiona of 
a human being continue to exist after the 
l)ody is cremated and exists no more? Let 
spiritists or spirits themselves now explain 
what they are made o( or foThear telUng 
ur what they can do. 

Herbert Spencer, in his last great work, 
after 60 years of most profound researOh., 
givea the result of his labors as follows: 

"After contemplating the Inscrutable re- 
lations helween brain and consciousness, 
and finding that we can g<>t no evidence 
of the exiatenco of the last without the ac- 
llvlly of the first, we seem obliged to re- 
linquish the thought that consciousness 
continues after physical organization has 
become inactive." 

"Will you die like a brute?" asks the 
priest scornfully. We are c rea t e d and bom 

■'like a brute." 

"Where will you s end eternity?" 
Where we were a hundred years ago, there 
we will be a hundred years hence — no 
yawning, seething Christian Hell for a vast 
majority of the human race! 

From Col. Ingersoll I quote: 

"I^t the ghosts go — justice remains. Let 
them disappear — men and women and chil- 
dren are left. I^et the monsters fade away 
— the world Is here with Its hills and seas 
and plains, with its seasons of smiles and 
frowns, it* spring of leaf and bud. Its 
summer oT lhado and flower and manuurlng 
streams. 

"The world remains with Its winters and 
homes and friends; where groyr and bloom 
the -Ttrtses of oar race. All these are left; 
and nuMle, wtth Its sad and thrllllns Totee, 
and an thore is ot art and eeng aat boye, 
and lofo and aspirations high. 

"Mm ii jrsater tban all pbaBtogw. Rn- 

nmiil^ fa CMater tlim all tnmmAm MiM> all 



•e heart. Let Um itorta go; we will wor- 
ship then Bo mora." 
La Oranga, HL 



JUST A DELAYED LETTER. 



Sent in Qreeting to th« Recent Convantionty 
but Fallad «a att Thera in Time. 



(Bjr Joaeplilne K. Hennr.) 

Versailles, Ky., Sept. 4, 308. 
To the Buckeye Secular Union and Mater- 
ialist Asbocialion; in Convention 
assembled at Canal Dover, Ohio — 
Greeting! and Greeting to the Work- 
ers for Mental Freedom, whicli alone 
can lead the httnan raee to the 
Heig'bU! 

The battle between knowledce Sad be* 

Uet Is on in earnest. 

- "m* Torch of Reason" challenges the 
"iaUMT ot the Cross" and day by day the 
^'Banner o( the Cross" Is retreattag. 

The "Rights ot Man" by the Immortal 
TboflMa Paine, la now tho poUtleal eonstl- 
tntloB ot Chrlstendoflfi. and the "Ace of . 
Reason" Iqr tbo Iniaortal Thomaa PahM. 
is the growing'eonstitiitlOB ot Ohrlstlaaltr. 
Hnman aoelety la now,* more than In any 
past ace,rejeetlng the codes, creeds and 
canons of salt-appointed caneors. Orthodozr 
Is today hanging Ita head in shame becaose 
It burnt a Bruno, and persecuted and ma- 
ligned a Voltaire, a Paine, and an Ingersoll. 
Kreethought Is leading humanity from the 
bogs and feus of superstition to the 
heights of Reason. Freethought has no 
priests or pro|)hets; It has thinkora, and tts 
temple is the universe. 

Freethought is that philosophy of nature 
that 1b not a doctrine but a destiny. 

The grandeur of this cause should In- 
spire every lover of Truth and Liberty 
with courage and hope. Clasping hands 
with the workers now assembled at Canal 
Dover, let us renew our allegiance to the 
principle that human conduct sfioald he 
based upon natural, and not upon sapor- 
natural ballet, and that tmauar welfbre in 
this worfd is tho proper and ot all tboocbt 
aad aettoB. 

^»KtsBdlBt fMtamai fraattaiga. 1 ronaln. 
MMsrsly yoBTS. 
JOUnUNB X. HINRT. 



.THK AX TO THI ROOT. 

(Cootlnuod from Page 7.) 



prieet and preacher to blacken the oharais- 
ter of the scientist and phUoaopher. 

The true, tl^e good and the beantltnl. 
taught in our ehnrches, are not religion, but 
moral, ethical and aestbetical forces, exist- 
ing among all naUoBS, fan greater or leaser 
degree. Independent of, prior to, and which 
will outlive any special religion. The 
latter are transient the former eternal as 
the universe. 

Does the church favor goodness, virtue, 
mercy, charity, rigliii'ousiirss. honesty, pur- 
ity, benevolence, good hal)its and charac- 
ter, music, art. iioetry, science, and all that 
tends to Ik altli and happiness in life? All 
the.si' good tilings will remain and be taught 
and fofitired in our homes, schools and 
Icc lire lialls Willi sreatiy incrfasfd faclll ies 
and energy, when religion, with Its gro- 
tesque myths and fables, shall have vaBisb- 
• d from the face of the earth. 

Before these desirable reforms can be con 
annunated,* It Is necessary that we place all 
our aduoatlonal instl^uticoa upon a basis ot 
tSets. When delats devote the time, talent 
'and wealMi bow squandered ca superstition, 
to the oaefttl and beaatiful in life, we win 
soon have a happier humanity but— NO 
THBISTS. All will unite tai the grand 
Order of Modem Materialists. 
To Give Up Errors la no Loss, but a Qaln. 

In reply to the question: "What will you 
give us In place of our rfllgion?'' I will 
quote the beautiful words of Dr.PauI Carus: 

"Inquire Into truth, and the truth will 
guide you. Accept the truth and live It. 
for the truth Is always good. If the truth 
appears evil to you or saddening, know that 
you have either misunderstood It or that 
you have not as yet fully made it your own. 
The truth must boronie tho vory essfnce of 
your being; It must he your own soul and 
your Inmos' self. Errors are a comfort to 
the errmg only, not to the truth•lovln^'• and 
to him akme whose mind hankers after 
error does truth appear stem. Surrender 
the errws that seem a comfort to yon. To 
give up errors is no loss, but a gain. To 
learn the truth, even though H seems sad to 
yon at ^t that Is real gain. There la no 
oonaola«iflB ta errors. gsimlBe coBsolatha 
eaB bo tooid iB trvth oily. Tnat te tbo 
tnrth. fbr thora is no oOiar savloBr.'' 

Snsat ReaaB, tho raaowBsd bistortaB 
plitloaopher, relataa the happiBeoa he flOBBd 
iB the eburcA, and later, out of it, co 
follows: 

"Tn childhood and early youth I tasted 
the purest joys of the believer, and from 
the bottom of my soul T say those Joys were 
n lught compared wth those I feel In the 
pure contemplation of the beautiful and the 
Impassioned pursuit of the true. I wish for 
all m^ brethren who have remained In or- 
thodoxy, a peace comparable to that In 



books. Rnmaalj^ Is tba great sea, aad 
those cr e eds aad books are hot the waves 
ot a day. RumanK/ Is the sky, aad tbeae 
cogmas and theories are bvt the Bdsta aad 

c'ouds changing continually, deattaed to 
hnally melt away. 

"That wbt-*- Is founded upon slavery aad 
fear and Ignorance can not endure. In the 
-ellglon of the future there will be men and 
women and children, all the aspirations of 
the soul, aad all the tender bnmaattles ot 



AUNT ALLilt PflOVIIIM. . 

Think PBARLBaSLT and you will *ies_^ 
80CIAU8M as a step in the RIGHT DI- 
RVCTION. 

Having PROVBN A FACT, help to make 
It popular this la HBLPINO ONI AN- 
OTHER. 

There Is no time so good as NOW Iw a * 
SUOOiaTlVS-WlSB-THOT. 
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Secular Thought 

A Fortnightly Journal of Rational Critl- 
olam In PolHloab telMM* ami Rallslon. 



Oi|u at tb» ' 
CANADIAN MCULAR UNION AND THB 

TORONTO SKCULAR tOCIITY. 

Editor • • ' J. Spencer Ellla. 
Pabliahad at 185^ Queen St. West. To 
ronto, Canada. Terms, |1 per annum, In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
partment should be addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellis. "Secular Thought," 
186% Queen St. West, Toronto, Can. 
All Buaineaa communlcationa, orders tor 
boalBk priBtlBl, vtA., slwald be addressed— 

0. M. BLLta, Proprietor and Publisher, 
Boeular Thought, 

iUyk Qoean 8t Weat, ' 
Tomto» Ota. 



IS (MEDIUM) SIZE 

Men's New Thifl Model Watches 

HAMPDEN-"No. 104," 23 Jewels, 930; 
"Wm. McKlnley", 21 jewels, $22; saiM. 17 
jewels, 112; "General Stark," 17 ]«w*to, 
|10; 15 jewels, 98; 7 Jewels, 15.50. 

WALTHAM: "Riverside Maxlmua," 23 
Jewels, $50; "Riverside," 19 Jewels, $21; 
"P. S. Bartlett" 17 Jewels, $12.50; 15 Jewels, 
$8; 7 Jewels, $6. 

BLOIN— "No. 156," or "162" 21 Jewels, 
$49; "Veritas" 21 Jewola, $27; "MI," It 
Jewels, $22; "242" 17 Jewels, $18; "141." 
17 Jewels, $12; "340," 17 Jewels, $10; 15 
Jewels, $8; 7 Jewels, $6. 

CASES— All the above in the new Thin 
Modal SilTarlm 8er«w Caaei. In Fahy's, 
Crown or Denbar filled gold caa*. guaran- 
teed by the manufacturers for SO yeara, 
artistic hand chased or plain, 9S, or boat* 
Ing caae, $6 more. In 26 year case, $2 more 
than In SO year caaa. In caaes guaranteed 
for all time, aerew, $8, or hunting. $10 
more than In Silverine case. Prices of 
solid gold cases on application. 

Every Watch Guaranteed Fresh and New 
from Factory (no "ahopk v-rs,,), an accu- 
rate tjme keeper and, if well uned, good for 
fifty yeara or longer. Will be kept lb order foi 
one year. Beware of "Special" movenenta 
and cases, made nobody knows where, and 
which you cannot price intelligently and 
buy everywhere. Also beware of die work 
"engrt ved" caaes— they are a fraud. Thoae 
Hated above are knows to be the beat 
watehea made, and it wateh la new and 
^rfect, you are aafe to buy them where the 
iirtce is lowest. 1 pay freight. 

Describe closely what you want and let 
me aend you cuta and prices — also of my 
Freetbougtat Badges and Ingersoll Spoons, 
Ung a«uge and my sreat little tract. 
In The Crucible," free. 
OTTO WITTSTEIN, 

OMk eoi. Ills. 



Give "Em IFits. The People's Press 




That's what "TBM 

SCARLET SHADOW," 
Walter Hurf« great rad- 
ical novel, do3s to the 
forces of bigotry and su- 
perntltion. And the aso- 
ular press o( the eotantry, 
goaded by the church 
element, is throwing a 
over It, loo. No other 
norM or this deeade baa 
tMMi ao widely and so 
bitterly dpnounced bjr 
orthodox iTltlcs —which 
Is sufficient pioof that It 
Is all rtabt. It liaa cre- 
ated a sensation In con- 
A servatlve circles and 

f a used conatematlOB 

I among the clergy. 

* It ta ontboataatleany 

endorsed by leading 
Freelthlnkem through- 

. out the world. Tou aU 

know how Hurt oan write, and m this book 
be la at Ma boat tt la all tfegant volume, 
lit to ornament the flnaat library: containing 
422 pagps, printed on atmfW eg«-shsU paper 
and bouna In ox-blood oMh. 
Price 11.50, postpaid, 

■LUV SRAM BLADE, 

LoKlngton. Ky. 



Fine Farm for Sale 

SPLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAYING 
SOIL IN BUCKEYE ST ATI. 



Fsariaaa In Ha advesasy ef FkeetkaagM 



Do you want a 218 acre (arm? 

Do you want It In Athena, County, OhIoT 

Do you want the best of aoilT 

Two-story double barn, almost new. Also 
six-room farm house (good condition). 
Abundance of best water throughout farm. 
Two wells, one eiatemt good out-bulldlngs. 
Entire farm under ealtlvation. Small 
woodland, beautiful pasturage, apples and 
peaches. In center of coal field. Two 
ahafta ^ mile east, another going down; 
4 ahafta i\k miles north and northwest, and 
2 more going down. Coal 8 feet to 14 feet, 
never less than 8 feet. One-quarter mile 
to pike (new) ; 3V4 miles to county seat- 
Athens — 8,000 inhabitants. Junction K. ft 
M., B. ft C, and H. V. R. R. in Hocking 
Valley. Heirs are going to sell at once. 
Bring check book; you can't keep from buy- 
ing. Sell as low as $50 per acre. 

Athena, O. H. S. LARCH, M. D. 

The Wage Slave 



A Bociaitst WeeUy. tha* adveoatea 

trial Unlonlam. 

RerolatleMUT te ifce eeie. 
tOITSO BY A FRBSTNINKBR. 
Tha enemy of everything that aUHNltU tha 
existing social order. 
Bend for sample oopy. 

at ne Wiaae Slava, Bsb tfn. 



PubUriMd weekly a* 111 Blae bkad Am, 
, CUaafo, m. 

J. B. L<M« HMUbm. 

Official paper «f the Materialist Aaaoilatle* 
la Caaada, at Peralga CaaatitaSk 9tjm a Tair 
•abscfiftiea je Ceata a Veat. 



Tomorrow magazine. 



la the only publication In the world thai 
deals with all human problema from tbr 

Impersonal Viewpoir.T. 

It is published e.xprfgsly f >- tlione whi 
wish to s<>e how their own cherished 'be- 
liefs and sacred notions appear to the 

nude, stripped ol all facial Mas a«d prafs 

dice. 

By reading this magazine you will leais 
to draw ail your conclualons from fundar 
mental principles, L e., yoa Will lean tl 

think correctly. 

bPBCIAI., — We will send three month 
trial subscription for fifteen cents If you 
are not already a subscriber. The regular 
price of To-Morrow Is ten cents per copy 
or $1.00 per year. This ofllce may b« 
withdrawn at any time, so you had bettei 
write NOW. 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHINQ OOl* 
Hyde Park, Cbloage, III. 



S E c: D s 

Buckbee's "Full of Life" Northern Grown 
Pedigrred Seeds hnvc a rrputatioii ol ^ years o( 
mc c aa^lu^awi growing beliiiiii tbcm. It |||ys !• 

Sissonable Specialties:— 

BBANS 

Earliest Red V'aU-mine . . 5\.so Bushel 

Refugee— fc:xtra Kaily . . |j js Hushel 

New Siringleaa Green Pod . Ij.70 Buahel 

CuiTle'B Rnst Proof Wax . $4.50 
PBAS 

Extra Eatlv Aliska . . . $v5o Bushe> 
New K.itIv c;t.i.luH .... $,s 50 Bushel 
Horsloril's M.iikel Gar.U ii . so Bushel 
Buckbee's Litihtning Express I5.00 Bushel 

LeMuce. K^Uh, Tomato and a full line of 
Seeds, Plants and Bulbs at luwest growing prices. 

Send fur complete catalogue or aubmH a llat «l 
your requirement! and will quote prices. 

■•y direct from the grower— Save MoDsy. 

Wrke today. MeMioo this paper. 

' N. W. BUCKBEE 



18 BLUB OBASS BLADE 

Bound Volume of The Blade 



FROM 



JANUARY 19 TO DECEMBER 27^1908 

Worthy a Place jjpkJSfVery American Libra^ry 



Only a limited number can be had, and such orders as are first received will 
be first served. No copy will be bound, except upon spedM order previoi»rfy 
made. Order now. 

SPLENDID PREMIUM OFrER 



Send us 15 paid yearly subscribers and The Blade will present you with one 
of the bound volumes above mentioned. The only conditions are that the sub- 
scriptions must be new, paid in one remittance, and reach this office by Decem- 
ber 1, 1908. The full name of the person to whom it is to be sent will be printed 
on outside of cover. The votuntf J^ili be iianltsoniely bound. 

fifteen New Subscribers Sixty Pays to Work In 

8intfl» VolmPi»» on Special Order, $3.50 

< This bound yoiiuHe will include all issues since tiM ^^J^4^^ 
change in fonn up to the last JMue of the imseiit year. y' ■ ■ 

Pictures and biographical akctches of the Freethinkers given in this 
vbkrnie are alone worth the price asked. 

PREMIUM OrrEB GOOD UNTIL DECEMBER 1p 1908. 



